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YOU COULD LOOK at the PMD570 as the 
studio-based rackmount counterpart to the 
popular and really rather good PMD670 

recorder that provides CompactFlash recording in a 
highly portable and well specifi ed box. You could also 
see them as companion products that work together 
in an acquisition-to-studio workfl ow.

I had cause employ this intended workfl ow when 
my trusty portable cassette recorder gave up the ghost 
and I was very kindly loaned a PMD670. After initial 
reluctance –- based, it has to be said, around the prospect 
of CompactFlash cards, archival and how the machine 
intruded on an otherwise adequately respectable means 
of interview acquisition that had been working perfectly 
for me for decades — I got the point. Despite the seeming 
complexity and switch-richness of the PMD670, once 
it’s set the way you want it, you can just forget about it 
and get on with the job.

I must say that this ‘set and forget’ approach 
works against it when you do have to do something 
out of the ordinary occasionally, like deleting tracks 
to make space on the card. I needed the manual for 
that. But generally the machine is idiot-proof and 
surprisingly robust and a good deal more pro than 
CompactFlash media tends to suggest. The PMD670 is 
a spectacularly professional package and it has really 
grown on me particularly as the Pro Bag carry case for 
it means I can take it on a plane for a day-trip with 
all my personal items stuffed into the pockets and get 
through the current hand-baggage restrictions.

Coming back you fl ip the CompactFlash card out of 
the portable and slot it into the PMD570 (UK£695 + 
VAT) and you’re off and into your production chain. 
The PMD570 employs a standard sized USB port on 
the back rather than the miniature type you need 
for the 670. Like the 670, the machine needs to be 
turned off to access its CompactFlash from a computer 
where it appears as a removable drive. It’s quite a 
strange little routine and I’m not sure it’s an elegant 
one but it does work.

All the I-Os are on the back but a few breakouts 
on the front might have improved the convenience. 
That said, you have balanced XLR inputs with trims, 
analogue phono I-O and phono SPDIF I-O. I would 
want balanced XLR outputs too.

There’s also a socket for an optional wired remote and 
an assignable remote jack socket that can be used to 
activate Start/Pause, Mark EDL or Manual Track Mark.

An RS-232 connector permits access to a variety 
of remote functions and with a piece of Marantz 
software that you can download from its website you 
can control the machine from your PC.

If you’re less peculiar then you’ll want to use the 
front panel with its large display, six buttons to the 
right, two to the left and a multifunction dial with 

press-to-make. Transport buttons for Record, Play, 
Stop, Forward and Rewind double up for different 
duties according to what state the machine is in and a 
Menu/Store button does what you’d expect. The two 
remaining buttons handle Shift access functions and 
Display mode and control Lock. 

While the PMD670 really does wear its heart on 
its sleeve many of the functions that reside within 
the PMD570 are far from immediately accessible and 
less than convenient as a consequence. It’s worth 
mentioning that any incoming card will bring its 
crucial settings with it so it’s not as if you’ll need 
to dip in and out of the confi guration tables on a 
regular basis particularly as you can assemble presets 
from commonly used values. It has more than 40 
assignable quality settings and can handle MP3, 
MP2, WAV, and BWF, 16-48kHz sample rates and 
32-384-bit rates. There is a lot of menu to get through 
and while I managed, I do believe I had an operational 
advantage from my knowledge of the PMD670. A 
true fi rst-timer might be less happy.

I regard the PMD570 as the perfect accompanying 
unit for home base studios that have to deal with a 
fl eet of PMD670-armed users. They’d be out doing 
the job, bringing the cards back to base, possibly 

swapping them for clean ones before going back out 
again, while the studio chap gets it into the system and 
compiles and edits the results into a programme. That’s 
the workfl ow explained and it’s logical, workable and 
effi cient. The PMD570 is strongest as a playback and 
transfer device that can also be employed as a simple 
but powerful and potentially high quality recorder with 
simplicity of operation in the front row. 

It also does a passable impression of a cart 
replacement — it’s slim, slick and you can remote the 
important functions. Important operational features 
include prerecord, time-stamping, A-B repeat, a variety 
of playback features including Seamless Playback that 
rolls tracks together, and a handy fl ip over in the 
display to remaining time once 5 minutes remaining 
is reached on the card.

A kit of screws is supplied to bolt down the CF door 
and to stop accidental opening. It’s to be recommended 
as fl ipping the door opens throws the machine into 
spasm with warnings and suspends operation. It also 
means that changing over cards is not that fast as the 
PMD570 requires some time to sort itself out.

I’m now very comfortable with CompactFlash as 
a recording medium. After extended use I have to 
concede that there’s something resilient and solid 
about it. While I am keen to get the data off it and 
onto something else without delay, that probably 
says more me than about the safety of the media. 
The PMD570 brings CompactFlash into the studio 
and integrates it nicely on a number of levels. It’s a 
useful box. ■
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Picking up the CompactFlash media employed to such great effect in the portable PMD670 and taking it to the studio is what this box is 

all about. ZENON SCHOEPE decides that what is perfectly acceptable for cameras can now be happily installed in an audio rack.
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Slick; compact; remote options; suits a variety of applications.

In depth menu functions a bit fi ddly; all I-Os on rear panel.

Marantz also offers an installation market variant of this machine called the PMD560. Interestingly 
enough it places a USB socket on the front, adds dedicated metering and reduces the button count.
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