
54 / January/February 2019

NAMM Preview

New kit for NAMM
Resolution’s essential briefing on what to see at the Anaheim, California show in January 2019

Burl Audio 
Booth 15823
BURL Audio is showing 
a range of new 
expansion cards for its 
B80 and B16 
MOTHERSHIPs. The B4 
4-channel mic/line input 
daughter card boasts 
the new BX6 input 
transformer and a ‘no 
compromise’, class-A 
analogue circuit, 
followed by the same 
ADC used in the BAD8. 
Using a single B80 
chassis, 40 input 
channels of audiophile 
mic/line inputs can be realised.

The BDA4 transformer coupled, 4-channel 
digital-to-analogue converter Daughter Card 
for the B80 and B16 Mothership is the result 25 
years of R&D experience in pro audio digital 
and analogue design. Following on the success 
of the B2 Bomber DAC and the BDA8 for the 
Mothership, the BDA4 uses the newly 
developed BOPA14 with BURL Audio’s 
‘NextGen Analog’. The BOPA14 is followed by 
the renowned BX5 output transformer used in 
the B32 Vancouver Mix Bus.

DirectOut 
Booth 10501

The new-for-NAMM PRODIGY.MP follows the 
successful launch of the PRODIGY.MC — a 
modular audio converter that spearheaded the 
recent introduction of the PRODIGY Series. 
PRODIGY.MP is a multifunction audio processor 
that shares its 2U-high compact mainframe and 
modular design with the PRODIGY.MC, but 
adds FPGA-based DSP for EQ, delays and 
summing matrices as well as SRC capabilities. 
The unit has four 8-channel converter slots for 
analogue line-level, microphone and AES3 
option modules, plus two MADI slots 
configurable with BNC, SC and SFP and two 
optional Network Audio boards which can be 
equipped with Dante, RAVENNA (AES67) or 
SoundGrid.

The PRODIGY Series can be controlled 
locally via a 5-inch touchscreen on the front 
panel, or via globcon, a unified remote-control 
platform for all DirectOut devices. The Series 
can be also managed via integrated web server.

NUGEN Audio 
Booth 14200

NUGEN Audio has 
announced a SigMod 
update which 
incorporates VST3 
hosting, launching at 
NAMM on 21 January 
2019. SigMod provides 
flexible solutions for 
simple routing and 
processing tasks, often 
overlooked in a standard 

DAW user interface. The new Insert module 
hosts previously ‘unusable’ VST3 plug-ins 
within Pro Tools and Ableton Live, and reduces 
the need for multiple SigMod instances by 
incorporating third party effects directly into 
SigMod’s signal flow. Coupled with existing 
modules, it’s now possible to pretty much 
route anything to anything else, anywhere in 
the digital chain, irrespective of the original 
plug-in architecture. 

 SigMod’s customisable interface now 
includes each of the following modules:  Mid/
Side, Protect, Mono, Switch, Delay, Phase,  
Trim, DC Offset, Tap, Crossover, Mute/Solo  
and Insert VST3.

The software benefits from an introductory 
offer of $29 ($49 regular) until 28 February 2019. 

Genelec 
Booth 18501
This year Genelec is bringing its new 
S360 high-SPL two way monitor to the 
NAMM show floor for the very first time 
(see Resolution V17.7 October 2018 for 
our interview with designer Dr. Aki 
Mäkivirta). The S360’s fusion of main 
monitor performance and compact size, 
and tight integration with Genelec’s GLM calibration software, makes it 
perfect for demanding music and film applications where both power 
and precision are required.

As part of an increasing focus on the fast-growing world of immersive 
audio, Genelec will also be showcasing a fully immersive 7.1.4 monitoring 
system featuring ‘The Ones’ range of coaxial smart active monitors — 
specifically the 8351 for L-C-R, 8341 for surrounds and rears (winner of 
the 2018 Resolution award for Best Monitor), 8331 for the overheads and 
the TEC award-nominated 7380 subwoofer handling LF duties.

 Also, special guest presenters on the Genelec booth will include 
engineer/producers Sylvia Massy (Resolution 17.8, Prince, System of a 
Down, Tool), Dave Reitzas (Barbara Streisand, The Weeknd, 
Madonna), DJ Swivel (The Chainsmokers, Beyonce, BTS), Mark 
Lewis (Cannibal Corpse, Megadeth, Trivium), and electronic artist/sound 
designer Richard Devine.

Yamaha 
Booth 17819
“As we continue to 
offer our customers 
complete integrated 
solutions, the overall 
Yamaha theme this year is ‘Creating Perfect Systems’ and this will serve 
as our overarching theme for 2019,” said Alan Macpherson, General 
Manager, Yamaha Professional Audio division. “Of course, the Yamaha 
Entertainment Group’s concert extravaganza on the Grand Plaza will 
showcase our RIVAGE Digital Audio Consoles as well as NEXO line 
arrays.”

The Yamaha Professional Audio booth in the Pro Audio Hall, includes 
the new NEXO GEO M12 line array, RIVAGE PM10, PM7, CL5, CL1, TF5 
digital audio consoles, an L2 switches networking bar, NEXO ID12 
speakers, NEXO GEO M10 line arrays with MSUB15 and MSUB18 subs, 
NEXO NXAMP Mk 2 amplifiers, along with TF, Tio1608-D and Rio3224-D 
racks. The booth will also house Commercial Installations Solutions (CIS) 
products along with MY cards, Monitor Mix, and Provisonaire Touch/
Control stations. Steinberg will share the same booth. Yamaha 
Commercial Audio is also at Booth #17819 in the Pro Audio Hall and will 
also participate in AES@NAMM. Yamaha Corporation of America, 
Marquis Ballroom, Marriott Hotel. For the guitarists amongst our readers, 
Yamaha Guitar Group can be found at ‘Elite 1’.
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PMC 
Booth 16112
A Dolby Atmos demo 
facility will form the 
centerpiece of PMC’s 
booth. In conjunction 
with Dolby, PMC will 
play music from albums 
that have been mixed at 
Universal Music’s Capitol Studios in the immersive sound format. PMC’s 
award-winning, active three-way MB3-XBD-A monitors will form the left, 
right and centre channels of the 7.1.4 Dolby Atmos system, with the rest 
of the system comprising four PMC twotwoSub2 monitors and a 16 Wafer 
1 compact slimline monitors for the surround, rear and height channels

Atmos demos will be conducted by Steve Genewick, senior engineer 
at Capitol Studios, and producer Greg Penny (interview, Resolution V3.1, 
Elton John, k. d. lang, Cher). Dolby’s Ceri Thomas and Tony Cariddi will 
also be on hand to answer technical questions, as will members of PMC 
USA’s technical team.

Josephson Engineering
Booth 15523
The C725 (review, Resolution V16.7) will be on 
display for demos. After more than five years of 
development and testing with critical recording 
engineers in Europe and the USA, Josephson are 
now shipping the C725 hybrid vacuum-tube 
microphone — their first production model to use a 
vacuum tube. 

Engineers want ‘smooth and warm’ sound without 
loss of detail, and with precise capture of subtle 
musical nuances. They want ‘tube sound,’ but 
designers have been faced with obstacles of tube 
selection, noise and reliability using traditional 
circuits. After many years of customer requests for a 
tube mic, Josephson developed a circuit using the 
cascode topology already used in most of their other 
mics, but with an FET and a tube doing the work 
rather than two FETs as with other models.

Sonarworks
Booth 19312
Sonarworks will be offering NAMM 
attendees personal demonstrations 
of its Reference 4 studio monitor and 
headphone calibration software, 
which supports not only 
loudspeakers but also over 200 popular headphone models from AKG, 
Audio-Technica, Shure, Sennheiser and many other companies. 

Reference 4, which has over 30,000 users around the world including 
industry leaders such as CRAS, Pyramind, ICON Collective, IO Music 
Academy and others, solves the industry-wide problem of sonic 
discrepancies in monitoring systems. 

Reference 4 consists of three primary elements: a DAW plug-in 
(compatible with AU, AAX Native, RTAS and VST formats), a Systemwide 
app, and room measurement software. The software utilises patented 
technologies and advanced filtering algorithms to establish a common 
sonic reference point — enabling engineers, producers and other audio 
professionals to accurately monitor audio sources from any location. 

Riedel  
Booth 17531
Riedel will showcase its latest 
innovations like the all-new 
Bolero Standalone Application, 
a license-enabled upgrade for 
the company’s Bolero wireless 
intercom system that delivers several performance enhancements along 
with standalone capabilities. Also on display will be the new 1200 series 
SmartPanel (RSP-1232HL). The RSP-1232HL panel features multiple 
full-color multitouch displays plus 32 innovative hybrid-lever keys.

Another highlight will be Riedel’s MediorNet MicroN, an app-based 
80G media distribution network device for the MediorNet line of media 
transport and management solutions. With a total of five apps available 
for MicroN, the device can be a throw-down signal processor, a simple 
point-to-point link, or part of a decentralized router. Riedel solutions — 
including the Artist digital matrix intercom and Bolero wireless intercom 
system – will be supporting the Grand Plaza Stage, Taylor Booth stage, 
and the Arena Stage during the entire NAMM Show.
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McDSP
Booth 14905
The 6060 
Ultimate 
Module 
Collection 
includes over 
30 unique 
plug-ins for 
EQ, compression, saturation, distortion, 
specialised filtering, dynamic range expansion, 
gating, and more. Custom modules include bass 
optimised biasing for the ‘larger than life low 
end’, transformer-based tone shaping circuits, 
tape simulation, de-essing and new EQ and 
compression designs.

The 6060 allows up to six modules to be 
operated at once, arranged in any sequence 
and swapped on the fly using the module 
selector panel, or from the module’s popup 
menu. Any combination of modules can be split 
into two separate signal paths for some serious 
parallel processing. The 6060 also includes 
updated compression algorithms not available 
in the 6050 Ultimate Channel Strip or 6030 
Ultimate Compressor. Improvements include 
feedback and feedforward processing, and the 
rare option of negative compression.  

Sontronics
Booth 15118

British microphone 
brand Sontronics will 
be at the show, 
demoing its full range 
of microphones, and 
showing off their trio of 
new ribbon mics 
— Sigma 2, Delta 2 and 
Apollo 2 (review, 
Resolution V17.8) — 
and their new but 
vintage-design-
inspired supercardioid 

Corona vocal mic, as well as a sneak preview  
of some new projects that will be released later 
in 2019.

The Sigma 2 and Delta 2 use the same 
ribbon element as the original Sigma and Delta, 
however, a new RF filter stage makes both mics 
more at home in the live sound arena. The 
components that make up the circuit have seen 
a significant upgrade, lowering the mics’ 
self-noise levels. The production of these new 
models (along with many of the high-end 
Sontronics microphones) now takes place at 
the Dorset company’s headquarters in the UK. 

Prism Sound
Booth 15321

New black-fronted Dante compatible Atlas and 
Titan multitrack audio interfaces will be on 
display, available from the second quarter of 
2019. These units feature a new Dante MDIO 
module and are controlled using a Mac/
Windows software app. The Dante module 
extends the range of I/O options for Atlas and 
Titan, which also includes an MDIO card option 
that provides a compatible connection for Pro 
Tools hardware.

To support the investment of existing Atlas 
and Titan users, the new Dante card and 
software control app can be used with all older 
units already in use. Those wanting to upgrade 
to Dante can purchase the MDIO-DANTE card 
and then also upgrade the Atlas or Titan 
firmware and software control app, which will 
be available from the Prism Sound web site at 
no additional cost.

Warm Audio
Booth 15716/16409
Two new products will 
be on display at the 
show: the WA-251 tube 
condenser, and the 
WA-84 small 
diaphragm condenser 
microphones. The 
WA-251 was created to 
offer a classic 
microphone design to a 
new generation of 
recording artists at an 
affordable price. Warm 
Audio spent a great 
deal of time listening to 
different vintage ‘251 
microphones to determine what people liked about them and why, how 
various styles of components impact the tone, and how to give the 
WA-251 microphone a signature that pays homage to the vintage classic, 
but also stands out on its own. The WA-251 package includes: 
microphone, psu, shock-mount and gotham cable, and will retail for $799, 
€899 inc. VAT.

The WA-84 is a cardioid, vintage-style, small diaphragm condenser 
microphone based on classic microphone circuit topology. The WA-84 
sports a fully discrete signal path, a CineMag USA transformer, Fairchild 
transistors and Wima capacitors. The WA-84 is designed for pro studio, 
live, and broadcast applications and sounds great on a variety of 
instruments and sources, such as; acoustic/electric guitars,  acoustic/
electric bass, drums, piano, strings, brass and woodwind instruments, and 
an array of other sources. The WA-84 package includes: microphone, 
cardioid capsule, shock-mount, mic clip, windscreen and carrying case, and 
will retail for $399, €499. Stereo pairs are available at $749, €849 inc. VAT.

Lectrosonics
Booth 17212
The New 
Mexico-based  
microphone 
systems-maker 
debuts a major 
firmware update 
for their Duet 
digital wireless 
monitor IEM 
system, V2.0, 
which includes a 
host of new 
features and 
improvements. 
Lectrosonics say 
the features are 
the result of 
“valuable customer input”; improved audio quality, shortcuts on the front 
panel to assist in quick setup, a volume lock and additional flexibility in 
setting the audio gain and limiter functions. With the new update, users 
can now do a front panel IR sync operation and similarly turn on or off the 
RF transmission without requiring access to the menus. 

Added flexibility to the M2R receiver audio setup includes an option for 
negative gain on the limiter screen, allowing adjustment to the maximum 
gain available. The limiter screen now also features a meter showing the 
amount of gain reduction acting on the signal. Additionally, there is now 
also a ‘threshold off”’setting, which allows users to bypass the limiter 
altogether for a more dynamic audio response. 

The Duet system consists of the M2T dual-stereo half-rack transmitter 
and M2R diversity belt pack receiver, covering the UHF frequencies of 
470-608 MHz in a single range and  accepting analog or Dante digital 
inputs. 
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DPA microphones
Booth 18507
The Danish mic-maker 
will be showcasing its 
smallest high-end 
microphone capsule, the 
d:screet CORE 6060, 
6061 subminiature 
microphones, and the 
d:fine CORE 6066 subminiature headset 
microphone. In addition, DPA’s d:vote CORE 
4099 Instrument Microphone and d:facto 
4018VL Linear vocal microphone will be used 
during live in-booth performances throughout 
the show. DPA will also be participating in a 
variety of educational sessions as well as 
supplying mics for NAMM events.

Measuring three millimetres (0.12 inches) in 
diameter, the Subminiatures incorporate the 
company’s TEC-nominated CORE by DPA 
amplification technology and have achieved an 
IP58 waterproof rating. All three 6000 capsules 
are omnidirectional and have a frequency range 
of 20Hz-20kHz. The d:screet 6060 lavalier has a 
noise floor of only 24dB(A), while the d:screet 
6061 lavalier and d:fine 6066 headset have 
noise floors of only 26dB(A). 

Presonus
Booth 18701
PreSonus 
debuts its 
Studio Series 
USB-C 
24-bit, 192kHz audio interfaces, with five 
models: the Studio 24c, Studio 26c, Studio 68c, 
Studio 1810c, and Studio 1824c. These 
complete, all-in-one recording solutions update 
and replace PreSonus’ first-generation Studio 
series, and feature a USB-C connector. All 
models except the Studio 24c include DC-
coupled outputs for sending control voltages 
and MIDI I/O. USB-C to USB-C and USB-C to 
USB-A cables are provided for compatibility.

Studio Series USB-C audio interfaces come 
with PreSonus’ award-winning Studio One 
Artist music production software for macOS 
and Windows. Studio One integrates tightly 
with PreSonus interfaces, configuring 
automatically — no need to map inputs and 
outputs. PreSonus Studio Series USB-C audio 
interfaces are available immediately, expected 
US street prices are: Studio 24c $149.95, Studio 
26c $199, Studio 68c $299, Studio 1810c 
$399.95 and Studio 1824c $499.95

PSI Audio
Booth 15102
The Swiss high-end 
monitor manufacturer 
will present a new 
monitor: the A23-M. 
The compact 3-way 
fits in PSI’s portfolio 
between the well-
respected A21-M and 
the A25-M. Like all PSI Audio’s models, the 
A23-M will be 100% analogue in-out with class 
G/H amplifiers, phase compensation CPR 
(Compensated Phase Response), unique 
electronic damping system AOI (Adaptive 
Output Impedance), all hand-made in 
Switzerland, and with each cabinet individually 
calibrated and tuned in their large anechoic 
chamber.

The A23-M will be equipped with a 21 cm 
woofer, as well as the unique handmade 
tweeter currently used on the A25-M. The 
midrange driver is totally new and is being hand 
made in their facilities to ensure perfect quality. 
The tweeter and the mid-range are mounted on 
a square baffle that can be rotated to allow the 
monitor to be used vertically or horizontally. 
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